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It’s time to RELAX with a book!   

Choose one book from the list below to 
read before August 21 (first day of school).  During Language Arts on August 21, you will write 
a narration about the book you read focusing on at least five key plot points in the book.  Mrs. 
Sinclair will give you specific instructions that day but please come prepared (you can take notes 
while you read if that helps)!  This narration will be your first grade for the year in Language 
Arts. 

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander (Action) 
 
The Bell twins are stars on the basketball court and comrades in life. While there are some 
differences—Josh shaves his head and Jordan loves his locks—both twins adhere to the Bell 
basketball rules: In this game of life, your family is the court, and the ball is your heart. With a 
former professional basketball player dad and an assistant principal mom, there is an intensely 
strong home front supporting sports and education in equal measures. When life intervenes in 
the form of a hot new girl, the balance shifts and growing apart proves painful. An accomplished 
author and poet, Alexander eloquently mashes up concrete poetry, hip-hop, a love of jazz, and a 
thriving family bond. The effect is poetry in motion. It is a rare verse novel that is fundamentally 
poetic rather than using this writing trend as a device. There is also a quirky vocabulary element 
that adds a fun intellectual note to the narrative. This may be just the right book for those hard-
to-match youth who live for sports or music or both. Grades 6-12. --Gail Bush, Booklist 
	

Shadow on the Mountain by Margi Preus (Historical Fiction/Action Thriller) 

Shadow on the Mountain recounts the adventures of a 14-year-old Norwegian boy named Espen 
during World War II. After Nazi Germany invades and occupies Norway, Espen and his friends 
are swept up in the Norwegian resistance movement. Espen gets his start by delivering illegal 
newspapers, then graduates to the role of courier and finally becomes a spy, dodging the 
Gestapo along the way. During five years under the Nazi regime, he gains―and loses―friends, 
falls in love, and makes one small mistake that threatens to catch up with him as he sets out to 
escape on skis over the mountains to Sweden.   Preus incorporates archival photographs, maps, 



and other images to tell this story based on the real-life adventures of Norwegian Erling 
Storrusten, whom Preus interviewed in Norway.                Amazon 

 

The Lions of Little Rock by Kristen Levine (Historical Fiction) 

As twelve-year-old Marlee starts middle school in 1958 Little Rock, Arkansas, it feels like her 
whole world is falling apart. Until she meets Liz, the new girl at school. Liz is everything Marlee 
wishes she could be: she's brave, brash and always knows the right thing to say. But when Liz 
leaves school without even a good-bye, the rumor is that Liz was caught passing for white. 
Marlee decides that doesn't matter. She just wants her friend back. And to stay friends, Marlee 
and Liz are even willing to take on segregation and the dangers their friendship could bring to 
both their families.                  Amazon 

 

Down the Mysterly River by Bill Willingham (Fantasy) 

Max "the Wolf" is a top notch Boy Scout, an expert at orienteering and a master of being 
prepared. So it is a little odd that he suddenly finds himself, with no recollection of his immediate 
past, lost in an unfamiliar wood. Even odder still, he encounters a badger named Banderbrock, a 
black bear named Walden, and McTavish the Monster (who might also be an old barn cat)-all of 
whom talk-and who are as clueless as Max. 

Before long, Max and his friends are on the run from a relentless group of hunters and their 
deadly hounds. Armed with powerful blue swords and known as the Blue Cutters, these hunters 
capture and change the very essence of their prey. For what purpose, Max can't guess. But 
unless he can solve the mystery of the strange forested world he's landed in, Max may find 
himself and his friends changed beyond recognition, lost in a lost world…            Amazon 
 

 

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi  (Classic/Historical Fiction) 

Thirteen-year-old Charlotte Doyle is excited to return home from her school in England to her 
family in Rhode Island in the summer of 1832.  But when the two families she was supposed to 
travel with mysteriously cancel their trips, Charlotte finds herself the lone passenger on a long 
sea voyage with a cruel captain and a mutinous crew. Worse yet, soon after stepping aboard the 
ship, she becomes enmeshed in a conflict between them! What begins as an eagerly anticipated 
ocean crossing turns into a harrowing journey, where Charlotte gains a villainous enemy . . . 
and is put on trial for murder! 

Amazon 

 

Johnny Tremain by Esther Hoskins Forbes  (Classic/Historical Fiction) 



 Johnny Tremain, winner of the 1944 Newbery Medal, is one of the finest historical novels ever 
written for children. As compelling today as it was seventy years ago, to read this riveting novel 
is to live through the defining events leading up to the American Revolutionary War. Fourteen-
year-old Johnny Tremain, an apprentice silversmith with a bright future ahead of him, injures 
his hand in a tragic accident, forcing him to look for other work. In his new job as a horse-boy, 
riding for the patriotic newspaper, The Boston Observer, and as a messenger for the Sons of 
Liberty, he encounters John Hancock, Samuel Adams, and Dr. Joseph Warren. Soon Johnny is 
involved in the pivotal events shaping the American Revolution from the Boston Tea Party to the 
first shots fired at Lexington. Powerful illustrations by American artist Michael McCurdy bring 
to life Esther Forbes's quintessential novel of the American Revolution.          Amazon 


